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ENGLISH 3777F – FALL 2015 

    
Fiction is all bound up in the local. The internal reason for that is surely that 

feelings are bound up in place. […] The truth is, fiction depends for its life on 

place. Location is the crossroads of circumstance, the proving ground of ‘What 

happened? Who’s here? Who’s coming?’ – and that is the heart’s field.  

- Eudora Welty 

This course examines the literature of Southwestern Ontario since 1970, considering Alice Munro and others who 

find inspiration in London, Ontario and the surrounding area for fiction poetry, and drama. Students will develop 

critical, creative, and experiential perspectives and will work with community partners, exploring course concepts 

in a real-world setting.  

Mondays 10:30am-12:30 pm in TH 3101  Wednesdays 11:30am-12:30 pm in TH 3101 

 PROFESSOR MANINA JONES    

3G18 (above the main entrance doors)     

Office Hours: Tues. 2:30-3:30 pm, Thurs. 9:30-11:30 am, or by appointment 
mjones@uwo.ca  

 

 A collection of materials available through OWL. 

 Lemire, Jeff. The Complete Essex, Kent. Marietta, GA: Top Shelf, 2009. (Kindle edition is $8.30)  

 McKay, Don. Lependu. London, ON: Brick Books, 1978. (E-book edition is $8.00) 

 Reaney, James. The Donnellys. Hamilton: Dundurn Press, 2008. (Kindle edition is $9.59) 

 Thompson, Paul and Theatre Passe Muraille. The Farm Show: A Collective Creation. (Toronto: Coach House, 

1998). 

Note: A student must receive a passing grade for both term work and the final examination in order to receive a 
passing grade for the course.  Students whose term and final exam grades average 50% or above, even though one 
of the two is a failure, shall receive a default grade of 48%. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED. Assignments will include critical, creative, and experiential components, as well as an exam 

valued at 35% of the year’s grade.  

http://www.amazon.ca/Complete-Essex-County-Jeff-Lemire/dp/160309038X
http://www.brickbooks.ca/shop/lependu-ebook/
http://www.amazon.ca/Donnellys-Nicholas-Handcuffs-Voyageur-Classics-ebook/dp/B00CMP7FHC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438884903&sr=1-1&keywords=reaney+donnellys
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This course will meet, not only on the Western University campus, but in a variety of locations themed to works on 
the course, including Museum London and Eldon House (a heritage house). You can get to these locations easily by 
the LTC. If you have questions about getting to a site, please let me know. Attendance in all classes is a core element 
of the course. There may be modest extra admission fees for Eldon House and Museum London. 

 

By engaging students, staff, and faculty in meaningful experiential learning opportunities, CEL helps meet 
community defined needs while promoting students’ sense of civic engagement and social responsibility.  These 
partnerships help extend Western’s reach beyond campus and foster excellence and innovation in teaching and 
learning. In this course, students with engage with local cultural constituencies and manage group projects in 
collaboration with them from vision to completion. 

Community-engaged learning bridges the classroom and the local community – in our class, it will give you an 
opportunity for a “hands-on” experience with local culture, how – and by whom -- it is created, developed, and 
nurtured. During our first class, we will be visited by Anne-Marie Fischer, Community Engaged Learning 
Coordinator, who will explain Community Engaged Learning. You will also meet our community partners, which 
may include one or more of the London Fringe Festival, Words Festival, the Alice Munro Festival, Eldon House, the 
Donnelly Museum. 

Keep track of due dates. Details of assignments will be posted in OWL. Unless you’re informed otherwise, 

assignments should be submitted in electronic form only, through OWL. They will also be returned through OWL. 

Submit your papers on time. Papers submitted after the due date without prior permission will be deducted 2% 

per day late, including weekends. Papers handed in after the assignment has been returned to other students will 

not normally be accepted. See the Department of English web page for information on Academic Relief. 

All students are expected to practice intellectual honesty and act with integrity. This means that you must 

conscientiously document your research and note your debts to others, that you must be accountable for your own 

work in all aspects of the course, and that you must conduct yourself in a respectful way in relation to your peers, 

faculty and staff. It is your responsibility to be informed about these standards, so don’t be afraid to ask questions!  

All required papers must be submitted for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software 

under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted will be included as source 

documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to 

the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western 

Ontario and Turnitin.com. Also, see the Department of English web page for information on Plagiarism. 

The Teaching Support Centre has produced a helpful unit on Academic Integrity. It’s available on our course 

OWL site. 

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#requests
http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#plagiarism
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The English Department web site has essential information about Term Work, Exams, Faculty Office Hours, 

Academic Relief (appeals, petitions, complaints), and other matters. It is also worth consulting the English 

Department’s Undergraduate Grading Criteria sheet before you begin your first assignment. 

I am committed to creating a learning environment that meets the needs of all students. Please consult the 

university accessibility web site for general information, and don’t hesitate to let me know if you have concerns. 

Eh? What’s that you say? I have a hearing impairment. If you speak directly to me, so that I can see 

your face, I will be better able to understand you. For important questions, email me; for extended 

conversations, schedule an appointment at my office, where there are fewer distractions.  

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html
http://www.uwo.ca/english/research/faculty_resources/UndergradGradingCriteria.pdf
http://accessibility.uwo.ca/
http://www.accessibility.uwo.ca/
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FALL TERM 

Date Reading or Topic 
Mon. Sept 14 INTRODUCTION: REGION? PLACE? SPACE? HOME? 

 Guest Speakers: Anne Marie Fischer – “Community Engaged Learning” 

 CEL Community Partners 

Wed. Sept. 16 

Mon. Sept. 21 (CON)TRACTS & PARALLEL LIVES 
Rogers, “Forever,” “Sky Woman Falling – Part 3,”  

Hassan, and Jordan, “Parallel Histories” 

Wed. Sept. 23 

Mon. Sept. 28 LANDINGS 
Donoghue, from Landings; Brand, from Land to Light On 

 Guest Speaker: Prof. Ian Rae (King’s UC) “Alice Munro and the Huron Tract” 

Wed. Sept. 30 

Mon. Oct. 5 ARCHIVES 
Munro, “Meneseteung” 

 Field Trip: Weldon Archives Reading Room, WL140A 
Wed. Oct. 7 

Mon. Oct. 12 DEFAMILIARIZATION 
Dewdney, from A Paleozoic Geology of London, Ontario; Alexis, from Lambton, Kent; Munro, 

“Epilogue: The Photographer” 

Wed. Oct. 14 

Mon. Oct. 19 HISTORIC SITE/HAUNTED HOUSE I 
McKay, Lependu  

 Field Trip: Eldon House 
Wed. Oct. 21 

Mon. Oct. 26 HISTORIC SITE/HAUNTED HOUSE I 
Hassan, from Trespassers and Captives; Kemp, from The Dream Life of Teresa Harris; Poetry 

London, from Possessions  
 Guest Speaker: Penn Kemp, poet “The Dream Life of Teresa Harris” 

Wed. Oct. 28 

Mon. Nov. 2 SOUTHERN (ONTARIO) GOTHIC 
TVO, “Ontario Writers Go Goth” 

Reaney, Sticks and Stones (Part 1 of The Donnellys) 

Wed. Nov. 4 

Mon. Nov. 9 LONDON, ONTARIO & THE AVANT GARDE 
Curnoe and Davey, from Deeds/Abstracts and Deeds/Nations 

 Field trip: Museum London 
Wed. Nov. 11 

Mon. Nov. 16 COLLECTIVE CREATION 
Guest speaker: Prof. Michelle Hartley (Western) 

Ondaatje, The Clinton Special (film); Theatre Passe Muraille, The Farm Show  
Wed. Nov. 18 

Mon. Nov. 23  SMALL PRESSES & LOCAL CULTURE 
 Guest: Kitty Lewis, publisher of Brick Books 

o “Once Upon a Time/A Word in Your Ear” 

o  “Don It Won't Work”  

o “Poetry Map”  

Reaney, from Souwesto Home; Munro, “Runaway”  

Wed. Nov. 25 

Mon. Nov. 30 DRAWING (OUT) THE RURAL 
LeMire, Essex, Kent Wed. Dec. 2 

Mon. Dec. 7 Conclusions and Review 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-KozqZ2HlA
https://soundcloud.com/janet-marie-rogers/sky-woman-falling
http://speakingmytruth.ca/?page_id=629
http://www.brickbooks.ca/about/once-upon-a-time/
http://www.brickbooks.ca/about/it-wont-work/
http://www.brickbooks.ca/about/poetry-map/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2003/08/11/runaway-4

